
Dear members of Congress, 

We, the undersigned professional scienƟfic socieƟes, associaƟons, and organizaƟons, are wriƟng to ask 
you to take immediate acƟon to protect and restore life-saving and essenƟal scienƟfic research that 
benefits American families and communiƟes. This scienƟfic research is funded by American taxpayers 
and authorized by Congress and cannot be unilaterally halted by the execuƟve branch. 

The nonparƟsan organizaƟons signing this leƩer collecƟvely represent more than 99,000 chemists, 
geologists, economists, ecologists, engineers, geographers, marine biologists, sociologists, 
oceanographers, historians of science, and educators.  We represent not only professional scienƟsts but 
also technologists, assistants, administraƟve, service, and custodial staff, without whom scienƟfic 
research and programs would not be possible. We work in all 50 states, Washington, DC, and US 
territories to lay the foundaƟon for life-saving medical discoveries, clean air and water in our 
communiƟes, safe and abundant food, healthy ecosystems and wildlife, and thriving local innovaƟon 
economies.  

The acƟons of this administraƟon have already caused significant harm to American science and are 
risking the health and safety of our communiƟes. These cuts devastate our ability to conduct important 
research in the public interest, including finding cures for cancer and ensuring our food and water 
supplies are safe. Public health experts have been prohibited from sharing important informaƟon with 
the public. Federal scienƟsts have been barred from communicaƟng with internaƟonal colleagues, 
prevenƟng criƟcal US input into internaƟonal conservaƟon and management decisions.  

Indiscriminate cuts or pauses to federal science and research agencies are damaging criƟcal research and 
the naƟon’s economy. Thousands of dedicated public servants have been fired, including early-career 
scienƟsts who were disproporƟonately impacted. This jeopardizes the next decade of science and 
innovaƟon gains, parƟcularly at a Ɵme when many senior scienƟsts are reƟring. Vital sources of funding 
have been slashed, including funding that trains the next generaƟon of scienƟfic talent. Because of this, 
some universiƟes have paused graduate admissions and even rescinded admissions offers. Delays and 
drasƟc cuts in federal grant funding will not only negaƟvely impact universiƟes, but also have economic 
repercussions in the areas surrounding universiƟes. Every dollar invested by the NaƟonal Science 
FoundaƟon generates approximately two dollars in economic output in communiƟes surrounding 
universiƟes, and every dollar invested by the NaƟonal InsƟtutes of Health generates approximately 
$2.46. 

The suspension of congressionally mandated efforts to broaden parƟcipaƟon in science and technology 
is hampering our ability to produce the next generaƟon of talent essenƟal to our global compeƟƟveness. 
EssenƟal and cost-effecƟve diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility programs provide criƟcal support 
for training a robust and internaƟonally compeƟƟve science workforce, fostering talent that would 
otherwise be excluded. When the STEM workforce is diverse, so is the knowledge and creaƟvity brought 
to solving pressing problems. These important efforts have been misconstrued and demonized, and our 
members from underrepresented minority groups have been unfairly singled out for funding removal 
and personal harassment.  

We ask that Congress take immediate acƟon to: 

 Enforce legislaƟve control over congressionally-approved federal funds 



 Restore a federal grant expert peer review process that is free from “ideological review,” and 
restore canceled funding streams and grant programs 

 Allow government scienƟsts to do their important work, including speaking with the public and 
collaboraƟng with internaƟonal colleagues  

 Oppose drasƟc cuts to workforces at federal scienƟfic research and funding agencies, and 
oppose drasƟc cuts to future grants  

 Protect individual government scienƟsts from being singled out for harassment  

 Cease aƩacks on, and restore funding to, diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts in the scienƟfic 
community 

We are proud of our diverse experƟse, disciplines, and perspecƟves, and we are all united by a common 
principle: that federally funded scienƟfic research and study is a common public good and should not be 
poliƟcized, aƩacked, or frozen. Congress must act now to provide clarity and certainty in this chaoƟc 
moment. We stand ready to work with you to provide further informaƟon on the importance of scienƟfic 
research to your state and prioriƟes.  

Signed, 

American Aging Association Linguistic Society of America 

American Arachnological Society Minorities in Shark Sciences 

American Association of Geographers North American Lake Management Society 

American Elasmobranch Society Northeast Algal Society 

American Fisheries Society Organization of Biological Field Stations 
American Institute for Medical and 
Biological Engineering Out to Innovate 

AISES Pacific Seabird Group 

American Ornithological Society Paleontological Society 

American Phytopathological Society Philosophy of Science Association 
American Society for Bone and Mineral 
Research Phycological Society of America 
American Society of Ichthyologists & 
Herpetologists Science Communication Trainers Network 

American Society of Mammalogists 
Society for the Advancement of Chicanos/Hispanics and 
Native Americans in Science  

American Society of Naturalists Society for Conservation Biology North America 

American Society of Plant Biologists Society for Freshwater Science 

American Sociological Association Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology 



Benthic Ecology Meeting Society Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

BirdsCaribbean Society for the Study of Evolution 

Botanical Society of America Society of Systematic Biologists 
Coastal and Estuarine Research 
Federation Society of Wetland Scientists 
Freshwater Mollusk Conservation 
Society United States Society for Ecological Economics 

Herpetologists’ League Urban Wildlife Working Group 
International Association for Great 
Lakes Research Waterbird Society 

International Coral Reef Society Western Society of Naturalists 
International Society for Vertebrate 
Morphology  Wilson Ornithological Society 

 

This leƩer was coordinated by the Union of Concerned ScienƟsts with the assistance of David Shiffman, a 
UCS Science Network member.   
 

Signatory Professional SocieƟes and AssociaƟons:  

 

The American Aging AssociaƟon (AGE) is a scienƟfic society that promotes biomedical aging studies 
directed towards slowing the aging process and increasing the funcƟonal lifespan of humans, supports 
public communicaƟon of science related to aging and age-associated disease, and fosters the scienƟfic 
and professional development of trainees focused on aging science. (620 members) 
hƩps://www.americanagingassociaƟon.org/ 
 

 



The American Arachnological Society is dedicated to the scienƟfic study of arachnids (spiders and their 
relaƟves). (700 members) www.americanarachnology.org 

 

 

The American AssociaƟon of Geographers (AAG) supports a global community of 10,000 members who 
use their scienƟfic knowledge to make our world a beƩer place to live by studying complex, unfolding 
relaƟonships between people and the land they live on. hƩps://www.aag.org/ 

 

 
The American Elasmobranch Society is the world’s oldest and largest scienƟfic study dedicated to the 
scienƟfic study and sustainable management of sharks, skates, and rays. (450 
members) hƩps://elasmo.org/ 

 
The American Fisheries Society, founded in 1870, is the world’s oldest and largest professional society 
dedicated to fisheries, fish, and aquaƟc species. The mission of the American Fisheries Society is to 
improve the conservaƟon and sustainability of fishery resources and aquaƟc ecosystems by advancing 
fisheries and aquaƟc science and promoƟng the development of fisheries professionals. (6500 members) 
hƩps://fisheries.org 

 



 

The American InsƟtute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) is a nonprofit organizaƟon 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., represenƟng the most accomplished individuals in the fields of 
medical and biological engineering. (3,000 members) hƩps://aimbe.org/ 

 

 

AISES is focused on substanƟally increasing the representaƟon of Indigenous peoples in the United 
States and Canada in science, technology, engineering, and math studies and careers. (7884 members) 
hƩps://aises.org/ 

 

 
The American Ornithological Society (AOS) is an internaƟonal society dedicated to connecƟng 
ornithologists, science, and bird conservaƟon by supporƟng science that advances the understanding 
and conservaƟon of birds; promoƟng broad access to ornithological science; supporƟng ornithologists 
throughout their career paths; and fostering a welcoming, diverse, supporƟve, and dynamic 
ornithological community. (3,059 members) hƩps://americanornithology.org/  

 

 
The American Phytopathological Society is a global community of individuals with a shared interest in 
plant health.  APS’s mission is to support our members discovery, disseminaƟon, and applicaƟon of new 
knowledge of plant health to promote the development and adopƟon of economically and 



environmentally sustainable pracƟces. Members are employed in professional areas such as teaching, 
research, industry, government, and private consulƟng. (3600 members) www.apsnet.org 

 

 

The American Society for Bone and Mineral Research (ASBMR) is a professional, scienƟfic and medical 
society established to bring together clinical and experimental scienƟsts who are involved in the study of 
bone and mineral metabolism. (3000 members) hƩp://www.asbmr.org/ 

 

 
Founded in 1913, The American Society of Ichthyologists & Herpetologists is the oldest internaƟonal 
society dedicated to the scienƟfic study of fishes, amphibians, and repƟles. (1000 members) 
hƩps://www.asih.org/ 

 
 



 
The American Society of Mammalogists (ASM) is the world’s largest and oldest professional organizaƟon 
devoted to the study of mammals. Our core mission is to promote science as the basis for managing and 
conserving mammals, to diversify the field of mammalogy, and to advance the scienƟfic understanding 
of mammals globally. (2000 members) hƩps://www.mammalsociety.org/  
 

 

The American Society of Naturalists, founded in 1883, is one of the oldest scienƟfic socieƟes in the U.S., 
The society is dedicated to advance and disseminate knowledge of broad biological principles, including 
evoluƟonary biology, geneƟcs, ecology, and behavior, and the conceptual unificaƟon of the biological 
sciences broadly. (1151 members) hƩps://www.amnat.org/home.html 

 

 



The American Society of Plant Biologists is the naƟon’s largest plant science society. It works to nurture, 
empower, and inform the community of plant biologists and to advance plant science educaƟon, careers, 
research, leadership, advocacy, and public engagement. (2000 members) hƩps://aspb.org/  

 

 

The American Sociological AssociaƟon serves sociologists in their work, advances sociology as a science 
and profession, and promotes the contribuƟons and use of sociology to society. (9000 members) 
hƩps://www.asanet.org/ 
 

 

The Benthic Ecology MeeƟng Society (BEMS) is a non-profit organizaƟon established to run a yearly 
meeƟng to exchange scienƟfic informaƟon focusing on marine benthic ecosystems (e.g., rocky interƟdal, 
coral reef) and to foster the next generaƟon of benthic biologists. The mission of the BEMS is to promote 
research in benthic ecosystems, support the exchange of informaƟon about benthic ecology, and 
encourage student parƟcipaƟon to develop the next generaƟon of benthic ecologists. BEMS is organized 
exclusively for educaƟonal and scienƟfic purposes. (900 members) hƩps://bem.disl.edu/ 

 

 



BirdsCaribbean is a vibrant internaƟonal network of members and partners commiƩed to conserving 
migratory, resident and endemic birds, and their habitats in the insular Caribbean (including Puerto Rico 
and the US Virgin Islands). We raise awareness, promote sound science, and empower partners to build 
a region where people appreciate, conserve, and benefit from thriving bird populaƟons and ecosystems. 
(350 members) hƩps://www.birdscaribbean.org 

 

 
The Botanical Society of America is the leading Society and professional home for botanists and plant 
scienƟsts dedicated to inspiring and promoƟng an inclusive global community commiƩed to advancing 
fundamental knowledge and innovaƟon in the botanical sciences for the benefit of people and the 
environment. (3126 members) www.botany.org 
 

 

The Coastal and Estuarine Research FederaƟon is an internaƟonal professional society dedicated to the 
understanding and appreciaƟon of estuaries and coasts, the wise use and management of these 
environments, and making the results of their research and management acƟons available to colleagues, 
policymakers, and the public. Members of the FederaƟon include students, researchers, resource 
managers, and educators represenƟng academic and research insƟtuƟons, government, industry, and 
non-governmental organizaƟons. (1006 members) hƩps://www.cerf.science/    

 



 

The Freshwater Mollusk ConservaƟon Society is dedicated to conservaƟon of and advocacy for 
freshwater mollusks (327 members) hƩps://molluskconservaƟon.org 

 
 

 

The Herpetologists’ League is an internaƟonal organizaƟon of people devoted to promoƟng the scienƟfic 
study and conservaƟon of amphibians and repƟles. (350 members) hƩps://herpetologistsleague.org/  

 

The InternaƟonal AssociaƟon for Great Lakes Research (IAGLR) is a scienƟfic organizaƟon made up of 
researchers studying the LaurenƟan Great Lakes, other large lakes of the world, and their watersheds, as 
well as those with an interest in such research. IAGLR members encompass all scienƟfic disciplines with a 
common interest in the management of large lake ecosystems on many levels. (700 members) 
hƩps://iaglr.org/  

 
 



 

The InternaƟonal Coral Reef Society promotes the acquisiƟon and disseminaƟon of scienƟfic knowledge 
to secure coral reefs for future generaƟons. We Are: Over 1,300 individuals represenƟng a broad 
spectrum of coral reef researchers, educators, managers, students, communicators, and ciƟzens from 75 
countries. Our vision is to be a leader in coral reef scienƟfic discovery, to contribute to the educaƟon of 
future coral reef scienƟsts, and to be a strong voice for science informing policies that protect coral reefs. 
hƩps://coralreefs.org/ 

 

 

The InternaƟonal Society for Vertebrate Morphology is focused on organizing the premier conference in 
the diverse fields intersecƟng vertebrate morphology (anatomy and funcƟon), held every 2-3 years in a 
different locaƟon worldwide. (1506 members globally; about 50% are USA-based) hƩps://www.isvm-
icvm.org/ 

 
The mission of the LinguisƟc Society of America is to advance the scienƟfic study of language. LSA plays a 
criƟcal role in supporƟng and disseminaƟng linguisƟc scholarship to linguists and the general public for 
the advancement of knowledge and the beƩerment of society. (2700 members) www.lsadc.org  
 

 



 

MinoriƟes in Shark Sciences is an organizaƟon dedicated to broadening parƟcipaƟon in marine science, 
parƟcularly in the study of sharks, skates and rays. More than 85% of our network idenƟfy as members 
of a marginalized community. Learn more about our organizaƟon here: www.misselasmo.org. (500 
members and Friends of MISS) 

 

 

The North American Lake Management Society serves a mission to forge partnerships among ciƟzens, 
scienƟsts, and professionals to foster the management and protecƟon of lakes and reservoirs. (1067 
members) hƩps://www.nalms.org/ 

 

 

The Northeast Algal Society is a regional phycological society dedicated to furthering phycological (algal) 
research and educaƟon in the Northeastern United States and Eastern Canada. We work to encourage 
and promote the growth and development of phycology as a pure and applied phase of biological 
sciences and to promote the general welfare and good fellowship of phycologists and other biologists, 
parƟcularly in the States and Provinces of northeastern North America. (352 members) 
hƩps://northeastalgae.org/index.php  

 



 

The OrganizaƟon of Biological Field StaƟons (represenƟng 300 individual members and field staƟons) 
supports environmental research, educaƟon, and public understanding of scienƟfic acƟviƟes based at 
biological field staƟons and marine laboratories. hƩps://www.obfs.org.  

 

 

Out to Innovate is a professional society to support and advocate for LGBTQ+ people in STEM fields. (261 
members) hƩps://www.ouƩoinnovate.org/home 

 
 
 

 
The Pacific Seabird Group (PSG) is a society of professional seabird researchers and managers dedicated 
to the study and conservaƟon of seabirds. PSG was formed in 1972 out of a need for increased 
communicaƟon among academic and government seabird researchers. The principal goals of PSG are (1) 
to increase the quality and quanƟty of seabird research through facilitaƟng exchange of informaƟon and 
(2) to idenƟfy and assess the importance of threats to seabird populaƟons and provide government 
agencies and others with expert advice on managing the threats and populaƟons. (499 members) 
hƩps://pacificseabirdgroup.org/  
 



 

The Paleontological Society is an internaƟonal nonprofit organizaƟon devoted to all aspects of 
paleontology - plants, animals, proƟsts, microbes, and the traces they leave in the geologic record. Our 
mission is to advance knowledge of paleontology and understanding of the evoluƟon of life through 
research, educaƟon and advocacy. (1051 members) hƩps://www.paleosoc.org/  

 

 

 

Founded in 1933, the Philosophy of Science AssociaƟon promotes research, teaching, and free 
discussion of issues in the philosophy of science from diverse standpoints. (1233 members) 
hƩp://philsci.org/ 

 

 
The Phycological Society of America was founded in 1946 to promote research and teaching in all fields 
of phycology. PSA has long been the foremost American scienƟfic society focusing on algae and over the 
years, its members and leaders have included many of the most producƟve and highly recognized 
phycologists not only in the United States but throughout the world (550 members) 
hƩps://www.psaalgae.org/  

 



 

The Science CommunicaƟon Trainers Network is the first and only professional society for science 
communicaƟon trainers. (410 members) hƩps://www.sctn.online/ 

 

 

SACNAS is an inclusive organizaƟon whose mission is to foster the success of Chicanos/Hispanics and 
NaƟve Americans, from college students to professionals, in aƩaining advanced degrees, careers, and 
posiƟons of leadership in science, technology, engineering, and mathemaƟcs (STEM). SACNAS provides 
STEM career development through its many programs, events, and resources. Everyone is welcome to 
become a SACNAS member. (9000 members) hƩps://www.sacnas.org/  
 

 

 

The Society for ConservaƟon Biology North America is a professional society focused on the conservaƟon 
of biodiversity, healthy ecosystems, and human connecƟons, with members and local chapters located 
throughout the United States and Canada. (1135 members) hƩps://scbnorthamerica.org/  

 
 

 



 

The Society for Freshwater Science supports the scienƟfic study and sustainable management of 
freshwater ecosystems. (1563 members)  hƩps://freshwater-science.org/    

 

 

SICB fosters research, educaƟon, public awareness and understanding of living organisms from 
molecules and cells to ecology and evoluƟon. SICB encourages interdisciplinary cooperaƟve research 
that integrates across scales, and new models and methodologies to enhance research and educaƟon. 
(2407 members) hƩp://www.sicb.org/ 

 

 

The Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) is the world’s largest organizaƟon dedicated to 
personality and social psychology, supporƟng members worldwide. SPSP promotes scienƟfic research, 
professional development, and public engagement through its journals, conferences, and programs. 
(5500 members hƩps://spsp.org/ 

 
 

 



 

The Society for the Study of EvoluƟon is an internaƟonal professional society whose mission is to 
promote evoluƟonary biology research, educaƟon, applicaƟon, outreach, and community building in an 
equitable and globally inclusive manner. (3000 members) hƩps://evoluƟonsociety.org/ 

 

 

The Society of SystemaƟc Biologists is the world’s largest professional society dedicated to the study of 
biological diversity and its origins. It focuses on understanding evoluƟonary relaƟonships among 
organisms, species, higher taxa, or other biological enƟƟes, such as genes, and the evoluƟon of the 
properƟes of taxa including intrinsic traits, ecological interacƟons, and geographic distribuƟons. For 
more informaƟon on SSB, go to its website hƩps://www:systbio.org (600 members)  

 

 

The Mission of the Society of Wetland ScienƟsts is to promote understanding, conservaƟon, protecƟon, 
restoraƟon, science-based management, and sustainability of wetlands. (3000 members) 
hƩps://www.sws.org/  

 

 

The United States Society for Ecological Economics (USSEE) provides a venue for intellectual exchange 
and collaboraƟon on issues related to the theory, policy, and implementaƟon of sustainable 
development. The society consists of an interdisciplinary group of academics and pracƟƟoners who seek 



to develop soluƟons to complex and interrelated economic, social, and environmental problems. (153 
members) hƩp://www.ussee.org/ 

 

 

The Urban Wildlife Working Group is the world’s largest professional society focused on the ecology and 
management of wildlife in urban areas. (340 members) urbanwildlifegroup.org 

 

 

 

The Waterbird Society is an internaƟonal society composed of biologists, researchers, conservaƟonists, 
students, and others interested in the behavior, ecology, and global conservaƟon of waterbirds. Our 
members focus on a range of aspects from conservaƟon and management of waterbird species to 
advancing the latest scienƟfic waterbird research. (281 members) hƩps://waterbirds.org/ 

 

The Western Society of Naturalists is a scienƟfic society focused on ecology, evoluƟon, natural history, 
and marine biology, primarily concentrated on the west coast of North America. The Society’s annual 
meeƟng is a venue for sharing new scienƟfic findings, and has a strong focus on training the next 
generaƟon of scienƟsts, with a strong commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility in 
science and mentorship. (~700 members) hƩp://wsn-online.org/  



 

The Wilson Ornithological Society is an internaƟonal scienƟfic society comprising members who share a 
curiosity about birds. The WOS produces the quarterly Wilson Journal of Ornithology as the latest 
iteraƟon of scienƟfic journal publicaƟon supported by the Society since 1888. The WOS is commiƩed to 
providing mentorship to both professional and amateur ornithologists through the sponsorship of 
research, teaching, and conservaƟon. (1086 members) hƩps://wilsonsociety.org/ 

 


