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Implementing the New Strategy  
 

Heidi Dunn , FMCS President  
 

It is an honor a nd privilege to be President of such 
an enthusiastic group.  FMCS has accomplished many 
projects these past few years and new projects have 
been initiated, which I hope to keep moving forward.  

The committees have always been the backbone of 
this Society an d they have achieved many of the goals 
set  forth   in  the  previous  National  Strategy   for  the  



Ellipsaria Vol. 19 - No. 2 June 2017 

 

 

 

2 

Conservation of Freshwater Mussels .  We now have a new Strategy , broadened to include all 
freshwater mollusks,  and some new goals and objectives for our com mittees to tackle.  Toward 
th at  end, now Past -president Teresa Newton tasked the committees with developing new scope 
and focus statements based on the new Strategy.  Within the ne xt  few months, we hope to review 
those suggestions and determine if we need to revise, combine, or develop new committees to 
meet the challenges set forth in the new National Strategy.  

This year, we  have established an ad hoc International Committee that , we hope,  will work to 
pull together freshwater mollusk enthusiasts from arou nd the globe.  A meeting is currently 
being planned for September 2018 in Northern Italy.  Our European members have invited us 
to present FMCS to European malacologists to determine if they want to join our society and 
how that might be structured.  We also have set up an ad hoc committee that is  exploring the 

creation of a professional certification program which could  set standards and reward 
professional achievement.  

This past year , we have  participated in a major revision of the American Fisheries Soci ety 
publication Monetary Values of Fish and Mussel Kills .  Both propagation techniques and 
sampling methods for freshwater mollusks have improved considerably since the 2003 edition  
of that document  was published , and it has been quite a challenge working on this revision.  
Although not perfect, the new edition  is an improvement and we formed an ad hoc committee at 
the 2017  Symposium to work on how we can improve the methods and values for the next 
revision  of tha t  important book . 

We have also started formi ng relationships with other societies that foster similar goals.  We 
have joined the Consortium of Aquatic Sciences (CASS) which will strengthen our position in 
responding to environmental issues and give us more opportunities for outreach.  That  group of 
societies is also working on tackling the issue of diversity within the ir  membership s, an issue 
we would like to tackle but about which we could use some guidance.  

So, we have interesting tasks to work on these next few years.  I would like to see our 
comm ittees become more active and include as many members as possible in accomplishing the 
things they do .  Unfortunately, with the new political climate  in the United States , we will likely 
have less political support and fewer funds to work with.  But we sti ll have a responsibility to 
our molluscan friends.  Fortunately, our Society is blessed with a wide range of expertise and 
experience, a good knowledge base from those who  have been around awhile, and a growing 
contingent of young professionals and student s ready to take on leadership rolls.  So, letõs keep 
our spirits up , our heads under water, and do the best we can with the talents and resources 
we have.  We canõt just clam up when we get disturbed.  Keep on siphoning!  

 

 

Society  News 

 

2017 Cleveland Sym posium    We Did It!   Thank You!  

 
Becca Winterringer and  Greg Zimmerman  

Cleveland Symposium Co -chairs  

 
The Symposium Committee would like to send out a big, sincere òTHANK YOUó to the 

membership for making the 2017 Cleveland Symposium a resounding success! !!  One of our 
biggest issues was dealing with the overwhelming attendance at  the Symposium and  the mussel 
and snail Workshops.  We appreciated your patience and understanding as we worked through 
the hiccups during the week.  Beyond those minor issues, we õve had overwhelmingly positive 
feedback on the event in terms of content, venue, and location.  This success was accomplished 
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despite travel restrictions on federal and state employees and budget limitations.  We know 
many members bridged this gap using their personal funds and resources, and we would like 
to thank those members for making it happen.  

The FMCS Symposia are great opportunities 
to bring together mollusk biologists, 
researchers, and managers from diverse 
geographical locations and background s, and 
the 2017 Symposium certainly did not 
disappoint.  Participants traveled from far and 
wide to make this one of the best -attended 
FMCS meetings to date.  Nearly 300 members 

attended the Symposium, including over 60 
students.  North American members ha iled 
from 31 of the United States and one Canadian 
Province , from Maine to New Mexico, and from 
Ontario  to Florida.  Beyond that, nearly 20 
attendees traveled from abroad, representing 

Finland, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Poland, Portugal, and Sweden.  The  two Sunday 
Workshops were met with enthusiasm; 44 attended the gastropod workshop and 33 attended 
the unionid workshop.  

This Symposium also featured our  first -ever 
student/mentor mixer.  Over 35 students and 
50 professionals gathered on Sunday evening, 
enjoying an opportunity for students to interact 
with professionals and discus what a 
professional position in mollusk biology and 
conservation can entail.  

While we had our official symposium theme  
(The Roles of Freshwater Mollusks in a 
Changing Environment:  Ecosystems, 
Engineering, Valuation, and Practice ), 
communication was the consistent unofficial 
focus of this meeting.  At every break and at 
every social event, the halls and rooms w ere abuzz with lively discussions.  The Sunday night 
welcoming reception was packed to capacity ; old friendships were refreshed, new friendships 
were made, and collaborations were planned.  Throughout the week, we made full use of the 
hospitality suite for conversations and field tales, and needed every spare room for committee  
meetings and special project sessions.  The food was delicious, and there was plenty to go 
around.  We donõt think many of us knew a box lunch could taste so good.  The conference t-
shirts and hoodies were flying off the shelves , and we ordered more to ke ep up with demand.  

We were particularly impressed by the quality and synergy of all the talks and posters.  The 
keynote and plenary speaker talks were especially relevant, informative, and thought provoking.  
We would like to recognize each of those indivi duals one more time for their efforts:  

¶ Keynote Speaker - Dr. Jeffery Reutter  

¶ Plenary: Valuation - Mr. Tom Wilmoth  

¶ Plenary: Ecosystems - Dr. David L. Strayer  

¶ Plenary: Practice - Dr. Gregory Cope  

¶ Plenary: Mollusks as Ecosystem Engineers - Dr. Timothy Hoellei n  
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In addition, we would like to formally recognize the panel members during our plenary 
sessions for their excellent insight, comments , and questions for our speakers.  As they were 
not listed in the program, we wanted to recognize them here : 
Monday Sessi on: Keynote, Valuation, and Ecosystem Engineers  

¶ Ms. Patty Morrison, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service  

¶ Dr. Heather Galbraith, U .S. Geological 

Survey  

¶ Dr. Caryn Vaughn, University of 

Oklahoma  

¶ Dr. Lyubov Burlakova, Great Lakes 

Center, Buffalo State, The State 

University of New York  

¶ Dr. Alexander Karatayev, Great Lakes 

Center, Buffalo State, The State 

University of New York  

 

Tuesday: What is the Value of Mollusks in Ecosystems, and Practice  

¶ Dr. Wendell Haag, Southern Research Station, U.S. Forest Service  

¶ Ms. Hei di Dunn, Ecological Specialists, Inc.  

¶ Dr. Chris Barnhart, Missouri State University  

 

 
 
For us, hosting this Symposium  was a big effort all around, with a big payoff.  Some last 

special acknowledgements are due to the FMCS Board, Cleveland 2017 Committee members 
Dave Zanatta  and Phil Mathias, Symposium Committee Chair Heidi Dunn, FMCS Treasurer 
Emily Grossman, and FMCS webmaster Sophie Binder.   Substantial thanks also are due to 
Janet Clayton and Mark Hove for taking nearly all of the formal and informal pi ctures of the 
Cleveland meeting presented in this issue of our newsletter.  
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Candid shots from the formal sessions, auction, and casual discussions in Cleveland  
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Minutes of the Spring 2017 FMCS Board Meetin g 
Cleveland, Ohio  Sunday, March 26, 2017  

 

In the absence of President Teresa Newton  [because of an airline flight delay], the Spring 
2017 FMCS Board M eeting was conducted by Heidi Dunn, President -elect , starting with a Roll 
Call .  In attendance were : Heidi Dunn, Emily Gros sman, Janet Clayton, Patty Morrison, Greg 
Cope, Jeremy Tiemann, Art Bogan, Manuel Lopes -Lima, Tyler Hern, Braven Beaty, Tom Watters, 
Wendell Haag, Clint Robertson, Charles Randklev, Kentaro Inoue, Neil Ford, Ryan Schwegman, 
Leroy Koch, Rachael Hoch, John H arris, Emy Monroe, Dave Berg, Greg Zimmerman, Becca 
Winterringer, Gary Pandolfi, Steve McMurray, Lisie Kitchel, Megan Bradley, Nathan Eckert, 
Mark Hove, Michael Hart, and Jennifer Archambault.  A quorum of Board members was 
determined  to be present . 

 

 
 

A motion to approve the December 8, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes (published in March 2017  

Ellipsaria ) was made by Greg Cope with a second by Emy Monroe. The minutes were approved 
unanimously.  
 
Treasurerõs Report ð Emily Grossman  
2017 Symposium update as of 3/2 2/17  
Currently 273 people are pre -registered and we are expecting a few more as walk -ins.  We are 
also  up to 17 sponsors (awesome!!).  
 
Income  (totals so far; note this overlaps slightly with last treasurerõs report): 

¶ Registration: $92,181.25  

¶ Sponsorships: $11,002 (have ~$2,000 more pledged; awaiting funds)  

¶ Workshops: $6,060  

¶ Field trips: $1,950  

¶ T-shirts, etc.: $1,527  
Total symposium income to date: $112,720.25  

 


